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THE CRISIS OVER SAME-SEX BLESSINGS

- Rev. Dennis Andrews. FCA, D.D. 
With just three weeks to go for the holding of our own Diocesan Synod, and five weeks to go for the coming General Synod in St. Catharines, Ontario, why is it that this subject, which is tearing apart the fabric of the Anglican Church of Canada, and also the wider Anglican Communion, not being vigorously debated publicly, in our Parishes and exchanges on the Diocesan ‘Anglican Net News’?  Why does there appear to be a ‘conspiracy of silence’ on this subject, which is the most serious crisis to shake our Church since the Reformation in the 1500’s?

I have heard of one Incumbent refusing to speak about the subject of “homosexuality” in public, but his people can speak to him privately in his study.  I have just heard of another Rector refusing to speak on this matter and going so far as to prevent senior members of the Congregation speaking at a church gathering on this subject, in the presence of others!

Various reasons are put forward by lay people as to why Anglican Clergy are acting in this way.  (1) Nor wanting to upset the Bishop in case it may affect future appointments in the Diocese. 
(2) Not wanting to resign from the Church, which affects security of pensions/benefits (etc). 
(3)Not wanting to be forced to find another denomination, if the proposed Motions of General Synod are approved, in a few weeks time.

In our own Diocese: 

Although it comes as no surprise to many of our senior Clergy, it is still a shock to see what is happening in our own Diocese.

1. I have heard Archbishop Peters speak in public favouring same-sex blessings and encouraging inclusivity (etc).

2. Bishop Hiltz speaks with appreciation of the leadership given by Bishop Michael Ingham in the Diocese of New Westminister and presumably favours same-sex blessings and, at a later date, the Ordination of non-celibate lesbigays.

3. Bishop Hiltz has encouraged the studies in Deaneries of “Hearing Diverse Voices:  Seeking Common Ground” (a Program of Study on Homosexuality and Homosexual Relationships).

This course of six studies is biased towards same-sex blessings:  a view confirmed by the Rev. Canon Eric Beresford, Consultant for Ethics and Interfaith Relationships for the Anglican Church of Canada since 1996.

4. The 14-page Report of the Task Group on Human Sexuality (Theological Dialogue) appearing in our Convening Circular, is fully approving of same-sex blessings, and the Ordination of non-celibate homosexuals and lesbians.  It pushes the liberal views of homosexuality throughout and does not, in any way, seriously debate the Anglican way of (1) seeking the verdict of Scripture (2) studying the historic Tradition of the Church and (3) appealing to Reason - concerning the horrendous history and consequences, of the homosexual lifestyle, whether pursued within, or outside, same-sex unions.

5. The proposed Human Sexuality Synod Presentation for Friday afternoon May 14:

The Presentation appears to be fully biased towards gaining the approval of Synod Delegates for same-sex blessings.  Consider the following:  

(a) all Synod Delegates will have had the 14 -page Report of the Task Group on Human Sexuality, in their hands for some weeks - a Report, remember, fully favouring same-sex blessings, (etc.); surely the term “brainwashing” would be a kind description of this!  

(b) ten persons, each speaking for two minutes! I ask you, what can seriously be said in 120 seconds! Surely, this is an insult to those being asked to speak.  

(c) even in the 120 seconds allowed – there is further limitation to free speech- “it will not be acceptable to make any reference to what you may have heard prior to your statement, or to pose direct questions to the panellists.”  It is hard to believe that this Synod is a group of Christians seeking God’s will and guidance on a crucial matter!

6. The planned purpose of this Synod’s “Presentation” is, presumably, to prepare the way at next year’s Synod for the approval of same-sex blessings motions, if General Synod approves of the “local option” in St. Catharines.

Generally:

The purpose of writing these notes, at this rather late hour, with the Diocesan and General Synods, so soon to take place, is to call for a much more open and fair and informed debate of this crucial matter of “homosexuality”, by our Anglican people, - especially our lay people - before important decisions are taken, which once taken, will, in all probability, be irreversible.

For information:

In the last few months I have circulated two documents on “homosexuality” to leaders and key people in our Anglican Church of Canada. 
(1) “Reconsidering the 1979 Guidelines on Homosexuality” – as updated in October, 1997 (34 pages). 

(2) “A Position Paper concerning the ‘blessing of committed same-sex unions,’ and things that can be done to prevent the homosexual lobby taking over our Anglican Church of Canada” (82 pages).

If there was sufficient interest it may be possible to arrange for these to be placed on a local Web site, and be available for downloading.

If people wish to do so, I can be contacted as follows:

E-mail:  andrews3@ns.sympatico.ca
Address:       3019 Old Sambro Road

                     Williamswood, Nova Scotia  B3V 1E6  Canada 
Telephone:   +1 (902) 475-1680 




