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On December 9, 2004, the Supreme Court of Canada issued an opinion, stating that Parliament has the authority to “broaden” the definition of marriage in the current Constitution.  Shortly after, Prime Minister Paul Martin announced that the government would introduce a bill to redefine marriage as “a lawful union of two persons” - as soon as Parliament returns in January 2005.

On behalf of 95 Chinese Christian churches and organizations, representing 25,000 Chinese Christians in the Greater Vancouver Area, Vancouver Chinese Evangelical Ministerial Fellowship issues the following declaration in response to the proposed government bill:  

The term “marriage” has always been referring to the union between a man and a woman since the beginning of history. This traditional moral ethic is the foundation for societies and families. Whilst heterosexual couples reproduce through conjugal relationships and perpetuate the next generations, the holistic growth of children under the nurturing of their parents can be assured and the development of societal structure of mankind is strengthened.     

If a union between people of the same sex can be regarded as “marriage,” then this word not only abolishes the inherent procreative nature of the union between a male and a female, but also obliterates the social responsibility to ensure a well-balanced continuation of human society. Therefore, a homosexual union cannot be treated as having the same significance as a heterosexual marriage.  

To preserve the definition of marriage as between a man and a woman to the exclusion of all others is to protect the long-existing value of marriage. This is not a violation of human rights, nor is it a discrimination against any group that disagrees with these values. 

It would be unacceptable in a democratic society to discard the tradition of marriage as between a man and a woman to the exclusion of all others and a social structure that is treasured by the vast majority of the people in the interests of a small number of homosexuals. 

As Christians, we know that changing the tradition of marriage in the manner proposed by the Federal Government goes against the intention of God’s creation - and it runs counter to the moral traditions deeply held by Chinese and people from other ethnical backgrounds. We therefore urge the Federal Government to consider seriously the far-reaching damaging consequences on the whole of society if the definition of marriage is fundamentally altered. We also appeal to all Members of Parliament that they understand the desire of their constituents and act with great caution as rightful, elected representatives. The government has no right to ignore the will of the people in order to be “politically correct.” 

Finally, we welcome Christians from all denominations, and those who endorse our declaration, to join us in our endeavor to defend traditional marriage as between a man and a woman to the exclusion of all others. This institution of the union between a man and a woman stands as the core foundation of our human society through millennia of civilization. We will do everything we can to protect its continuous existence.   
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